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CHARLESTON COUNTY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING 

Tuesday, September 14, 2021 at 6:30 PM 
 

Notice is hereby given that Charleston County Council will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 
September 14, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. in the Beverly T. Craven Council Chambers, Lonnie Hamilton, 
III Public Services Building, 4045 Bridge View Drive, North Charleston, SC  29405 on the following: 

 
HIST-06-21-00034: Request to designate Saint Mark Union Methodist Episcopal Church 
located at 3657 Old Charleston Highway (TMS# 285-00-00-057) on the Charleston County 
Historic Designation List. 
 

Public comments, written and oral, are invited.  Submission of written public comments is 
encouraged and those wishing to provide written public comments for the public hearing should 
email comments to CCHPC@charlestoncounty.org by 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 14, 
2021. 

 
This Public Notice is in accordance with Section 6-29-760 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina.  

 
Kristen L. Salisbury 
Clerk of Council 
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DESIGNATION OF HISTORIC PROPERTY REQUEST: HIST-06-21-00034 
CASE HISTORY 

 
Historic Preservation Commission: August 17, 2021 

Public Hearing: September 14, 2021 
Planning & Public Works Committee: September 23, 2021 

First Reading: September 30, 2021 
Second Reading: October 12, 2021 

Third Reading: October 26, 2021 

 

CASE INFORMATION 
 
Location: 3657 Old Charleston Hwy. (Johns Island) 
 
Parcel Identification: 285-00-00-057 
 
Council District: 6-Middleton 
 
Property Size: 0.50 acres 
 
Application: Request to designate the Saint Mark Union Methodist Episcopal Church, located at 3657 Old 
Charleston Highway (TMS# 285-00-00-057), as a historic property on the Charleston County Historic 
Designation List. 
 
 
Parcel Information and Area Description:  
 
The subject property is zoned Industrial and contains a church structure.  Adjacent properties to the north 
and west are also zoned Industrial and contain Single-Family residences or are undeveloped.  Parcels to 
the east and south are in the City of Charleston and are composed primarily of wetlands. 
 
 

Historic Significance: The Saint Mark Union Methodist Episcopal Church was established in 1913 following 
the separation from the Reformed Methodist Union Episcopal (R.M.U.E.) Church in 1912.  The charter for 
the new Union Methodist Episcopal Church was formed under the direction of Bishop J.A. Ellison and 
approved in 1913 by the State of South Carolina, making him the first Bishop for the newly formed 
denomination and the Saint Mark Union Methodist Episcopal Church.  St. Mark U.M.E. is the oldest church 
in the Union, and is considered the Mother Church of the 12 Union Methodist Episcopal Churches located 
in North and South Carolina. 
 
Beyond St. Mark U.M.E.’s significance in the establishment and continuation of the Union Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the church has long-standing ties to the Red Top Community.  Many formerly enslaved 
individuals obtained most of the land in Red Top which has been kept within the families for generations.  
The church takes pride in upholding the history of the church and of the area, providing a place to serve the 
religious, social, and political needs of the community throughout its history, and seeks to continue to serve 
in these aspects for generations to come.  
 
The Saint Mark Union Methodist Episcopal Church is not listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  
The current church structure was constructed in 1969. 
 
 

Application History 
 
Previous Applications: Permits for various building repairs only. 
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Designation of Historic Property Requirements: 

The Charleston County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 21, Historic Preservation, Sec. 21-3.B states, “The 
historic preservation commission may nominate historic properties and/or historic districts within the 
unincorporated area of Charleston County for designation with written consent from the owners of such 
properties pursuant to this section, provided such nominations comply with the designation of historic property 
process and requirements contained in this section. Additionally, applications to designate historic properties 
within the unincorporated area of Charleston County may be submitted by the property owner(s) of the subject 
property(ies), site(s), building(s), structure(s), object(s), or district(s) provided such applications comply with 
the designation of historic property process and requirements contained in this section.”  
 
Sec. 21-3.h, Approval Criteria, states “In order for an application for designation of historic property to be 
approved, one or more of the following criteria must be met:(1)Has significant inherent character, interest, 
history, or value as part of the rural county or heritage of the county, state or nation;(2)Is of an event 
significant in history;(3)Is associated with a person or persons who contributed significantly to the culture and 
development of the county, state or nation;(4)Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, ethnic, or 
historic heritage of the county, state or nation;(5)Individually or collectively embodies distinguishing 
characteristics of a type, style, or period in architecture or engineering;(6)Is the work of a designer whose 
work has significantly influenced the development of the county, state or nation;(7)Contains elements of 
design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship which represent a significant innovation;(8)Is part of or related to a 
square or other distinctive element of community planning;(9)Represents an established and familiar visual 
feature of the neighborhood or community;(10)Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in 
pre-history or history (potential archaeological site); and/or(11)Is deemed eligible for or already listed on the 
NRHP. 

 
Zoning and Planning Director Review and Report regarding Approval Criteria of Sec. 21-3.H:  
 

In granting a designation of historic property application, the Historic Preservation Commission 
shall consider one or more of the following criteria:  
1. Has significant inherent character, interest, history, or value as part of the rural county or heritage of 

the county, state or nation; 
2. Is of an event significant in history; 
3. Is associated with a person or persons who contributed significantly to the culture and development of 

the county, state or nation; 
4. Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, ethnic, or historic heritage of the county, state or 

nation; 
5. Individually or collectively embodies distinguishing characteristics of a type, style, or period in 

architecture or engineering; 
6. Is the work of a designer whose work has significantly influenced the development of the county, state 

or nation; 
7. Contains elements of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship which represent a significant 

innovation; 
8. Is part of or related to a square or other distinctive element of community planning; 
9. Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood or community; 
10. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history (potential 

archaeological site); and/or 
11. Is deemed eligible for or already listed on the NRHP. 

 
The applicant’s letter of intent states approval criteria #1, #3, and #4 are met: 
 

1. Has significant inherent character, interest, history, or value as part of the rural county or 
heritage of the county, state or nation; 

3. Is associated with a person or persons who contributed significantly to the culture and 
development of the county, state or nation; and 

4. Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, ethnic, or historic heritage of the 
county, state or nation.  
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Applicant Response: “The historical significance of Saint Mark and its rich ties to the Lowcountry, Barrier 
Islands and African American culture can be traced back to the origins of the R.M.U.E. (Reformed 
Methodist Union Episcopal) Church.  Following the separation from the R.M.U.E. Church in 1912 A.D. 
under elected Pro Tem J.A. Ellison forming the R.M.U., which upon receiving its Charter from the State of 
South Carolina in 1913 A.D. forming the Union Methodist Episcopal Church.  This made J.A. Ellison the 1st 
Bishop of the Union Methodist Church and Saint Mark U.M.E.  Ellison still has descendants within the 
Saint Andrews Parish District of West Ashley that still frequents the church today. 
 
The Union Methodist Episcopal Church Diocese now consists of 11 other churches spread throughout 
Coastal South Carolina and North Carolina let under the Right Bishop Willie Green Jr.  Saint Mark is the 
oldest Church within the Union and is considered the Mother Church amongst all 12 churches.  Saint Mark 
U.M. E. within the Red Top and surrounding community for many years and considered by many within the 
area a pillar of strength within the local community.  Saint Mark ties into the rich historic aspect of Red Top 
as many slaves freed from the adjacent plantation obtained most of the land in Red Top, and for 
generations land has been preserved within close-knit families.  As descendants of freed slaves, 
generations of leaders went to their graves hoping that their descendants would preserve Red Top’s land, 
legacy, and rich culture. 
 
Today, the community is mostly developed with many land sales converting to commercial property and 
along with it several of the historical sites and contributions of past generations.  Saint Mark not only seeks 
to preserve their land and culture, but also aims to protect its historical significance offering hope, 
inspiration, education, and a place of refuge for generations to come for all people.  Red Top’s churches 
have always served the religious, social, and pollical needs of the community.  That is no different today, 
as the churches remain united on behalf of the community and determined to uphold their ancestors’ 
sacred request.” 
 
Staff Recommendation:  The application meets approval criteria #1, #3, and #4; therefore, Staff 
recommends approval.   
 
Pursuant to Chapter 21, Historic Preservation, Section §21-3.H, Approval Criteria, of the Charleston County 
Code of Ordinances, (adopted July 18, 2006), the Historic Preservation Commission may recommend 
approval of designations of historic property requests to County Council only if the Historic Preservation 
Commission finds that the proposed designation meets one or more of the criteria in §21-3.H. 
 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING: August 17, 2021 

 
Recommendation: Approve (9-0). 
 
Notifications: 285 notification letters were sent to owners of property within 300 feet of the boundaries of the 
subject parcel, individuals on the Historic Preservation Interested Parties List, and the St. Andrews 
Interested Parties List on July 30, 2021.  Additionally, the request was noticed in the Post & Courier on July 
30, 2021. 
 
Public Input: One letter in support of the application was received and is included in the packet materials. 
 

 
PUBLIC HEARING: September 14, 2021 

 
Notifications: 285 notification letters were sent to owners of property within 300 feet of the boundaries of the 
subject parcel, individuals on the Historic Preservation Interested Parties List, and the St. Andrews 
Interested Parties List on August 27, 2021.  Additionally, the request was noticed in the Post & Courier on 
August 27, 2021. 
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Public Input: A total of two letters in support of the application were received and are included in the packet 
materials. 
 
Speakers: Adrian Dingle, Doris Johnson, Gwen Simmons, Phyllis Jones, Michael Bligen, and Glenn Snipe 
all spoke in support of the application. 

 
 



Designation of Historic Property Application:
Saint Mark Union Methodist Episcopal Church

Johns Island

Historic Preservation Commission: August 17, 2021
Council Public Hearing: September 14, 2021

PPW Committee: September 23, 2021
First Reading: September 30, 2021
Second Reading: October 12, 2021
Third Reading: October 26, 2021



Designation of Historic Property Application

Parcel ID: 285-00-00-057

Acreage: 0.50 acres

Property Address: 3657 Old Charleston Hwy.

Area: Johns Island/ Red Top

Owner: Saint Mark U.M.E. Church

Request: Designate the Saint Mark Union Methodist Episcopal Church, located at 3657 Old 
Charleston Highway (TMS# 285-00-00-057), as a historic property on the Charleston County 

Historic Designation List.



Application History

• Previous Applications: Permits for various building repairs only.



Subject Parcel



Location Map



Zoning and Future Land Use Maps

Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Designation

Current Zoning Map



Aerial View

The subject property is zoned Industrial and contains a church structure.  Adjacent properties to the north and 
west are also zoned Industrial and contain Single-Family residences or are undeveloped.  Parcels to the east and 

south are in the City of Charleston and are composed primarily of wetlands.

Subject Property



Saint Mark U.M.E. Church– Site Visit 

Front Elevation

Side/Rear Elevation



Saint Mark U.M.E. Church– Site Visit 

Interior of Church

Interior of Church/ Window Details



Saint Mark U.M.E. Church– Site Visit 

View from rear churchyard

View from rear churchyard



Saint Mark U.M.E. Church

Original Saint Mark U.M.E. Church structure, c. 1913



Saint Mark U.M.E. Church

Current Saint Mark U.M.E. Church structure, c. 1969



Saint Mark U.M.E. Church

Reverend Joseph A. Ellison, 
First Pastor of St. Mark U.M.E. 

Church



Approval Criteria for Designation of Historic Property 
Sec. 21-3.h, Approval Criteria, states “In order for an application for designation of historic property to be 

approved, one or more of the following criteria must be met:

(1) Has significant inherent character, interest, history, or value as part of the rural county or heritage of the 
county, state or nation;

(2) Is of an event significant in history;
(3) Is associated with a person or persons who contributed significantly to the culture and development of the 

county, state or nation;
(4) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, ethnic, or historic heritage of the county, state or nation;
(5) Individually or collectively embodies distinguishing characteristics of a type, style, or period in architecture or 

engineering;
(6) Is the work of a designer whose work has significantly influenced the development of the county, state or 

nation;
(7) Contains elements of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship which represent a significant innovation;
(8) Is part of or related to a square or other distinctive element of community planning;
(9) Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood or community;
(10) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history (potential archaeological 

site); and/or
(11) Is deemed eligible for or already listed on the NRHP.



Applicant’s Response: Approval criteria #1, #3, and #4 are met

1. Has significant inherent character, interest, history, or value as part of the rural county or
heritage of the county, state or nation;

3. Is associated with a person or persons who contributed significantly to the culture and
development of the county, state or nation; and

4. Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, ethnic, or historic heritage of the
county, state or nation.

Applicant’s Response: “The historical significance of Saint Mark and its rich ties to the
Lowcountry, Barrier Islands and African American culture can be traced back to the origins of
the R.M.U.E. (Reformed Methodist Union Episcopal) Church. Following the separation from
the R.M.U.E. Church in 1912 A.D. under elected Pro Tem J.A. Ellison forming the R.M.U.,
which upon receiving its Charter from the State of South Carolina in 1913 A.D. forming the
Union Methodist Episcopal Church. This made J.A. Ellison the 1st Bishop of the Union
Methodist Church and Saint Mark U.M.E. Ellison still has descendants within the Saint
Andrews Parish District of West Ashley that still frequents the church today.”



Applicant’s Response to Approval Criteria (continued)

“The Union Methodist Episcopal Church Diocese now consists of 11 other churches spread 
throughout Coastal South Carolina and North Carolina let under the Right Bishop Willie Green Jr.  
Saint Mark is the oldest Church within the Union and is considered the Mother Church amongst all 
12 churches.  Saint Mark U.M. E. within the Red Top and surrounding community for many years 
and considered by many within the area a pillar of strength within the local community.  Saint Mark 
ties into the rich historic aspect of Red Top as many slaves freed from the adjacent plantation 
obtained most of the land in Red Top, and for generations land has been preserved within close-knit 
families.  As descendants of freed slaves, generations of leaders went to their graves hoping that their 
descendants would preserve Red Top’s land, legacy, and rich culture.

Today, the community is mostly developed with many land sales converting to commercial property 
and along with it several of the historical sites and contributions of past generations.  Saint Mark not 
only seeks to preserve their land and culture, but also aims to protect its historical significance 
offering hope, inspiration, education, and a place of refuge for generations to come for all people.  
Red Top’s churches have always served the religious, social, and pollical needs of the community.  
That is no different today, as the churches remain united on behalf of the community and 
determined to uphold their ancestors’ sacred request.”



Historic Preservation Commission & Staff 
Recommendation: 

Approval (9-0)



Public Input

Letters of support received:
• St. Mark UME Church
• Johns Island Task Force

Public Hearing:
• 6 individuals spoke in support of the application.



Notifications

August 17, 2021 HPC Meeting:
• July 30, 2021: 285 notification letters were sent to owners of property within 300  feet of 

the boundaries of the subject parcel, individuals on the Historic Preservation Interested 
Parties List, and the St. Andrews Interested Parties List.

• July 30, 2021: Advertisement in the Post & Courier.

September 14, 2021 Council Public Hearing:
• August 27, 2021: 285 notification letters were sent to owners of property within 300 feet 

of the boundaries of the subject parcel, individuals on the Historic Preservation 
Interested Parties List, and the St. Andrews Interested Parties List.

• August 27, 2021: Advertisement in the Post & Courier.



Designation of Historic Property Application:
Saint Mark Union Methodist Episcopal Church

Johns Island

Historic Preservation Commission: August 17, 2021
Council Public Hearing: September 14, 2021

PPW Committee: September 23, 2021
First Reading: September 30, 2021
Second Reading: October 12, 2021
Third Reading: October 26, 2021



APPLICATION DOCUMENTS 
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St. Mark Union Methodist Episcopal Church 
3657 Old Charleston Road † Johns Island, SC † 29455  

Phone: (843) 571-3584 †  Email: stmarkume@gmail.com                                                                                                                       

 
Pastor: Reverend HANFORD SCOTT JR. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Associate minister 
REVEREND Etta Mae Powell 

 

 

 

 

Historic Designation List. HIS-06-21-00034. 

St. Mark Union Methodist  

Human’s sustenance depends on the movement from obscurity to illumination. Such a transformative 

act compels a confluence of intricacies. When a group understands its responsibilities in relation to 

other members of the human society, that group sharing and participating contribute to that 

illumination process. 

Placing St. Mark Union Methodist Episcopal Church on Charleston Historic District Designation List 

ensures that the preservation of the church’s contributions becomes part of that illumination.  

One of two existing churches serving as landmark on Historic Old Charleston Highway, of the Red 

Top Community, St. Mark Union Methodist Episcopal Church sits in front of one of the authentic 

slave dwellings from Bulow Plantation which Mrs. Evelina G. Brown obtained adding rooms and a 

porch to the core structure making it her residence at 3660. 

Extremely significant, the church’s physical location serves as a fortress for the priceless marsh which 

protects the integrity of the ecological system. The protection theme interwoven into history of 

everyday experiences showed life in diverse encounters for worshippers. For instances, some 

ingenuous forefathers engineered a “marsh path” using low hanging branches of trees for support or 

fallen trees as path - designators to facilitate movement from St. Mark to many of their homes in the 



area currently identified as Marshfield. Conscious of the natural environment, no foreign materials or 

hazardous elements could invade the habitat. 

Like the “marsh path”, other non-traditional routes emerged: one often called “walk the track” 

translated “walk the railroad track to arrive at the desired destination.” Directives and instructions 

accompanied these travel routes concerning expected and appropriate behavior upon arriving to 

church as well as lessons in general for life’s survival. If time remained,  

additional opportunities gave information about the location relatives in distant places. At worship 

time, all irrelevant activities ceased. 

The revered church became a place of solace which extended the human connection through worship 

and glorification of God that was then and is still now.  

The Supreme Court rendered a decision attempting to settle a dispute which brought division in the 

Reformed Methodist Union Episcopal Church which started October 26, 1912 and ended July 9, 1913. 

A group of parishioners, led by Pastor J. A. Ellison, who was pastoring St. Mark at that time,  rebelled 

against the Supremes’ Court decision starting a new organization called Union Methodist Episcopal 

Church. St. Mark, one of those churches of the rebellion and the oldest church in the Union 

Methodist Episcopal Church presented itself in that year, Pastor J. A. Ellison was elected Bishop. 

 

The original church burned in the year of 1918 under the pastorship of the late Rev Grant Gary. A 

new structure was built. 

Nine faithful members decided to build again. On September 18, 1969, the present edifice was rebuilt 

under the leadership of Rev. Q. B. Conyers. Under the leadership of Rev. James C. Sumter in 1976 the 



St. Mark Union Methodist Episcopal Church 
3657 Old Charleston Road † Johns Island, SC † 29455  

Phone: (843) 571-3584 †  Email: stmarkume@gmail.com                                                                                                                       

 
Pastor: Reverend HANFORD SCOTT JR. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Associate minister 
REVEREND Etta Mae Powell 

fellowship hall added new dimension by providing various activities in rendering opportunities to 

enhance the service and enrich the community.  

St. Mark like the marsh, fulfills its obligation in preserving the culture and integrity for humanity. 

For these reasons St. Mark seeks a place on the Charleston County Historic Designation List. HIS-06-

21-00034. 

Submitted Saint Mark Union Methodist Episcopal Church Historic Committee 

 

Glenn Snipe 
Glenn Snipe 
 

Doris Johnson 
Doris Johnson 

 
Michael Bligen 
Michael Bligen 
 

Adrian Dingle 
Adrian Dingle 

 
Christopher Watkins 
Christopher Watkins 
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